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CLASS DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: upper grades, 6th grade, 7th grade 

COURSE: Croatian language 

TEACHING AREA: Culture and media 

TEACHING UNIT: Short fiction film 

CLASS TYPE: Analysis of short fiction films 

DURATION OF TEACHING UNIT: 40 minutes 

PROPOSAL OF EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES (7th grade) 

The student explains the positive and negative impact of different media texts on the development of attitudes and 

values. 

The student attends cultural events in a physical and virtual environment. 

DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES 

- participates in the workshop of digital Film EDUcation organized by the Croatian Film Association 

- attends a lecture in a digital environment 

- accesses social networks with guidance and direction and searches network sites for children 

- watches fiction films by children filmmakers thematically and content-wise appropriate to the receptive and 

cognitive abilities of students 

- recognizes fiction film as a film type 

- notices film's means of expression 

- expresses their own opinion and their own views 

EXPECTATIONS OF CROSS-CURRICULAR TOPICS 

Develops communication skills and respectful relationships with others. 

The student thinks critically and evaluates ideas with the support of the teacher. 

The student self-evaluates the learning process and their results, assesses the progress made and plans future 

learning based on that. 

KEY TERMS: film type, film genre, camera position, angle, subjective shot, costume design, citation 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

- expresses their feelings, attitudes and experiences 

- connects previously acquired knowledge 
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- watches fiction films 

- expresses their impressions after watching the films 

- analyzes feature films on a stylistic and content level by answering directed questions from teachers 

- solves a quiz by which they self-evaluate their knowledge 

 

COURSE OF ACTIVITIES 

1. A JOKER UP YOUR SLEEVE (Kaooosss, Zagreb) 

MOTIVATION 

Conversation with students 

1) Do you disguise yourself for masquerades? 

2) What is your favorite mask? 

3) What does the term ace up your sleeve mean? 

4) Do you have a crush? Does anyone else know your secret? 

5) Is it better to reveal or hide your feelings? Why? 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FILM 

You will watch a short film A Joker up Your Sleeve, produced by Kaooosss from Zagreb. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WATCHING  

Pay attention to the beginning and end of the film. What are the similarities and differences? 

What is the music like in the film? What is its function? 

Pay attention to costume design What is the function of costume design in this film? How is it related to the 

characters? 

What famous Hollywood film is quoted in this short film? How is this citation achieved? 

WATCHING OF THE FILM 

EXPRESSION OF STUDENT IMPRESSIONS 

Did you like this film? Why? 

What situations in this film are similar to the situations in your everyday life? 

How did you experience Karlo? Were you able to identify with him and his fears? 
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FILM ANALYSIS 

1) When does the story take place? What is being celebrated? How can this be concluded? 

In the period of a masquerade or carnival. The actors are disguised in different costumes, knocking from 

door to door to get candy or money, and singing songs that are typical of masquerades. 

2) In what part of the film can this be concluded? 

Right at the beginning, during the opening credits because shots with masked characters appear. 

3) What is the position of the camera in the shot in which Karlo and the girls are walking down the street? 

How do we recognize such a position of a camera? What is the function of such a camera? 

Dynamic (mobile) camera, handheld camera. It is recognizable by its unsteady image, and such a camera 

achieves an impression of authenticity. 

4) What advice does a man on a bicycle give Karlo? What is meant by that? And how does that relate to 

the title of the film? 

He advises him to use the Joker, meaning Karlo's mask. This is related to the title of the film because, 

thanks to his mask, Karlo began talking to Dora who he is in love with. 

5) In your opinion, why did the girl in the black costume reveal Karlo's secret? How did you conclude this? 

Because she's actually in love with Karlo. This can be inferred from the fact that she abruptly ends her 

conversation with Karlo when he reveals to her his secret about liking Dora. 

6) Based on which shot did you conclude that it was that girl who spread that story? 

Based on a shot at school when students discover that Karlo is in love with Dora. The last shot in that 

scene 

is the shot of that girl. 

7) In which kind of shot is the girl in that scene? 

The girl’s in a medium shot, and based on her facial expression, it can be concluded that it was she who 

expanded the story. 

8) What is the music like in the film? What is its function? 

The music is non-diegetic, and emphasizes the plot and emotions of the characters. For example, after 

Karlo's secret is revealed, the music is melancholic and sad, thus further emphasizing his emotions. 

9) What is the angle in the frame in which the students are at the school window after Karlo's secret is 

revealed? What is the function of such an angle? 
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The lower angle by which the students are shown as powerful and as if they have control. This perspective 

actually wanted to suggest that their opinion is important and that it influences Karlo. 

10) What kinds of shots prevail when Karlo walks around after his secret is revealed? What is achieved by 

using these shots? What impression do the viewers get? 

Wide shots predominate, and they want to emphasize Karlo's loneliness and sadness. 

11) What kind of shot do we see when Karlo spots a bicycle in a recycling yard? How is it suggested that 

it really is that kind of shot? 

A subjective shot. Before that subjective shot, a shot in which Karlo looks through the fence of the recycling 

yard appears, followed by a shot of the bicycle. This suggests that the viewer is actually seeing through 

the eyes of the character. 

12) Which visual special effect appears in this film? What is its role? 

A special effect of a tornado appears as Karlo rides his bike. In that tornado, Karlo disappears, and its role 

to suggest the return to the beginning of the story. 

13) How else is the return of the story to its beginning emphasized? 

With a quick exchange of shots that have already appeared in the film using cuts (fast backward). 

14) What are the similarities and differences between the beginning and the end of the film? 

The same shots appear, but also new shots that affect the course of the action. Karlo doesn't ignore Dora 

at the end of the film, but gathers the courage and invites her to have a burek with him. 

15) What is the costume of a girl who told the whole school that Karlo likes Dora like? Why is that her 

costume? 

She is dressed as a witch because she has a broom. According to legends, witches are women who use 

their supernatural powers to harm people, and that’s exactly what the girl did when she discovered Karlo’s 

secret. 

16) What is Dora's costume like? Why? 

Dora is disguised as a cat because she has cat ears and cat make-up. Cats are cute animals. 

17) What function do the costumes and masks of the characters (witch and cat) serve? 

They characterize the characters. 

18) Which famous Hollywood film is quoted in this short film? 

The Dark Knight (directed by Christopher Nolan, 2008) 
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19) How is this citation achieved? 

With costume design and masks because Karlo is the Joker in the masquerade who was played by Heath 

Ledger in The Dark Knight. 

 

2. TURN OFF THE CAMERA (Odra Elementary School, Zagreb) 

MOTIVATION 

Conversation with students 

1) Have you ever camped in the woods? Who did you camp with? 

2) Were your parents with you? Were you scared at night? 

3) Have you ever gotten lost? Have you ever lost another person in a certain situation? How did you find 

them? 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FILM 

You will watch a short feature film Turn Off the Camera, produced by Odra Elementary School from Zagreb. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WATCHING  

Pay attention to the elements and procedures of documentary film that appear in this film. 

Determine the film genre. What elements of that film genre are present in this film? 

Pay attention to the date the girl says at the beginning of the film. Why is it important for the rest of the film? 

WATCHING OF THE FILM 

EXPRESSION OF STUDENT IMPRESSIONS 

Did you like the film? Why? 

How would you react if you found yourself in a situation like this? What would you do first? 

FILM ANALYSIS 

1) How does the film start? What is the weather like? 

The film starts with the arrival of the girls in the woods, and the weather is sunny. 

2) What is the position of the camera? 

The camera is dynamic and hand-held, which we notice through the unsteady shots, which achieves 

authenticity. This type of camera is often used in documentaries. 
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3) How do the characters relate to the camera? 

The characters show an awareness of the presence of the camera (they exchange it between them and 

comment on it) and thus tear down the fourth wall, and that is another feature of a documentary. 

4) What is the acting like? 

One gets the impression that the dialogues are real, that is, one gets the impression that the script is 

missing, which are once again the characteristics of a documentary film. 

5) Where was the film made? 

The film was shot in an authentic location (exterior → forest), and this is also a characteristic of a 

documentary. 

6) What kind of music is used in the film? What is achieved with this music? 

Diegetic music is used, and this is suggested by changing of the songs on the cell phone that the girls 

took with them. The diegetic music shows their carefreeness, their interests and desire to have fun while 

camping. 

7) What changes and at what point? 

Everything changes in the morning. All the food is spoiled, the tents are displaced, there is a scarecrow in 

the middle of the meadow, one girl is missing. 

8) What feeling prevails after the restful night? 

 A feeling of fear. 

9) Which genre does the film belong to? 

Horror. 

10) Which elements of horror are present in this film? 

A feeling of fear, supernatural and inexplicable phenomena (number of bridges, displaced tents), a 

disappearance of one of the girls, the castle as a terrifying and sinister place, camping in the woods, telling 

scary stories. 

11) What kind of weather prevails in the morning when they are looking for the missing girl? What is the 

function of the change in the weather? 

The weather is cloudy and a strong wind is blowing. Such weather points to sinisterness, fear, and that 

something terrible happened. 



Educational material 
A Joker Up Your Sleeve / Turn Off the Camera 

 

 filmskanastava.hfs.hr 7 
 

12) On which stylistic figure is the weather based in the first half of the film (before bedtime) and in the 

second half of the film (after a restful night, in the morning)? 

On contrast. 

13) On what basis did the film get its name? 

Based on the sentence Turn off the camera that appears in the last shot. 

14) What film type does this film belong to? 

Fiction film. 

EVALUATION 

- monitoring student activities while watching a film 

- checking the understanding of the film by asking directed questions 

- teaching sheet (quiz) 

TEACHING SHEET (QUIZ) is available on the Film EDUcation website. 

 

 

 

 


